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PLAYS OF THE MONTH 


By Stephen Williams 


M®: KJELD ABELL, the Danish play- 
wright, is horrified at the fact that mil- 
lions of dreary men are forced to get up early 
every morning, spend hours pushing pens in 
dreary offices while their dreary wives spend 
hours pushing prams in dreary parks and 
cooking dreary dinners. These people, he 
says, have obviously lost the Melody of Life. 
They have got into a “groove.” In other 
words, he is sorry for them because they are 
unable to enjoy life as he enjoys it. 

The answer is, of course, that they don’t 
want to. It is a capital mistake on the part of 
sentimental intellectuals to suppose that the 
Average Man is unhappy because his life is 
not sentimentally intellectual, and to assume 
that his “groove” is any narrower or more 
stultifying than their own. One of the main 
characteristics of the Average Man in my 
experience is his serene _ self-satisfaction. 
Romance is a purely personal business, and if 
he finds it in a fortnight at Margate or a home- 
made wireless set, who are we to say that 
these are less worthy in his eyes than dis- 
covering a new continent or winning the love 
of Beatrice ? 

So “The Melody that Got Lost” (Pheenix), 
in which Mr. and Mrs. Johnson revolt against 
their humdrum lives, seemed to me funda- 
mentally false since the Melody ought never 
to have been required. Once leave logic out 
of the question, however, and there is a good 
deal to be said for this whimsical allegory. It 
is produced and acted with considerable 
artistry and (in the first half at any rate) the 
symbolism is very imaginatively carried out. 
Later, the allegory as well as the melody 
gets lost, and the piece dwindles to a series of 


revue sketches. There is excellent acting 
by Mr. Esmond Knight and Miss Dorothy 
Hyson, Mr. Christopher Steele and Miss 
Margaret Rutherford, also Mr. Cyril Wells, 
a young actor who is showing increasing 
versatility. 

Those plays that were rushed into service 
just before the great blaze of Christmas enter- 
tainment “this even-handed justice” has 
treated according to their deserts. “Room 
Service” at the Strand seems set for a com- 
fortable run. The success of this American 
farce is due entirely to the acid transatlantic 
wit of its dialogue and the cool almost insolent 
nonchalance with which the American 
company (led by Mr. Hartley Power, Mr. 
Harold Woldridge and Mr. William Swetland) 
“hand it out” to us. Written in English and 
played by English actors, it probably would 
not last a week. Those who like that in- 
genious system of verbal short-circuiting 
known as the American language spend 
the evening in a continuous gurgle of delight ; 
and even those who don’t cannot help finding 
a certain wry pleasure in its undoubted wit. 

“You Can’t Take It With You,” another 
American play said to be the rage of New York, 
which was produced at the St. James’ a week 
later, died a very early death. I personally 
enjoyed this comedy of a crazy American 
family better than “Room Service”; but I 
can quite understand why others did not. 
It was played by an English company which, 
distinguished as it was, failed to capture the 
American atmosphere. Perhaps that it why 
I enjoyed it! The general verdict, however, 
was that the title should have been changed 
to “They Haven’t Brought it Here.” 
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A less glorious failure was that of Mr. Walter 


Ellis’ “Bedtime Story” at the Garrick. Why 
is it that some authors who try to make their 
characters simple-hearted only succeed in 
making them simple-minded ? Captain Hook’s 
dictum is out of date: we modern children 
do not relish rich damp cake. 

Those moony idealists who prate about the 
beautiful simplicities of rustic life and the high 
spiritual outlook induced by two-roomed 
cottages and imperfect sanitation got a nasty 
shock with “Poison Pen,” Mr. Richard 
Llewellyn’s play about a Cornish village 
wrecked by anonymous letter-writing. This 
piece, originally tried out at Richmond, was 
produced in a much-improved form at the 
Embassy Theatre this month. Mr. Llewellyn 
certainly does not mince matters and his 
picture of the ignorant credulity of village 
life occasionally approaches true tragedy. 
It is also memorable for a great piece of acting 
by Miss Margaret Yarde as a kind of female 
Iago whose bitterness of spirit drives her to 
poison other people’s happiness. 

The most hotly-discussed Christmas pro- 
duction was Mr. Tyrone Guthrie’s brilliant 
perversion of a play called “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” which the Old Vic programme 
ascribed to one William Shakespeare. This 
was rather like a charming Bloomsbury 
burlesque, in which Mendelssohn’s music and 
other relics of Victorian tradition were held 
up to gentle and affectionate ridicule; in 
which Bottom appeared as a decent young 
artisan from South London; in which Ly- 
sander reproved Hermia by slapping her 
resonantly from behind; and in which the 
palace scene was played in a half-light that 
recalled those touching verses commemorating 
Christmas Day in the Workhouse. 

What a pity we have not some equivalent 
of the Spanish Inquisition to deal with this 
kind of thing ! 








An amusing suggestion has reached us that members 
of the British Drama League might like to take part 
in the great Ice Show which is being produced at the 
Empress Hall, Earl’s Court, in aid of the School for the 
Blind during the last week of April. The Show is to 
reproduce the Great Frost Fair of 1683 when the river 
Thames was frozen. Anton Dolin is doing the ballet ; 
Paul Shelving has devised the colour scheme, and the 
London Museum is advising on historical detail. The 
organiser writes: “We want heaps of performers, 
skaters and non-skaters, and I write to ask whether 
members of the British Drama League might help us ?” 
Will anyone interested write to : The Ice Festival Office, 
327, Fulham Road, Chelsea, S.W.10. 
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PLAYS OF THE MONTH 


B.D.L. FESTIVAL. FIXTURES. 
(Additional to those previously listed.) 
(The Adjudicator’s name is in Italics.) 


February 12th. Questor’s Theatre, Mattock Lane, 
Ealing, London. Miss M. Jeaffreson. 

February 18th and 19th. Association Hall, East Street, 
Leicester. Mr. C. B. Fernald. 

February 19th. David Lewis Theatre, 
Mr. Richard Southern. 

February 24th. Lloyd Park Pavilion, Walthamstow, 
at 7.30. Miss M. Jeaffreson. 

February 25th. Progress Hall, Well Hall Estate, 
Eltham, at 7.30. Miss M. Jeaffreson. 

February 28th. Church Hall, Market Weighton, at 
7.30. Miss. J. Kemp Welch. 

March 1st. Church Hall, Market Weighton, at 7.30. 
Miss J. Kemp Welch. 

March ist and 2nd. Bradbury Hall, Chesterfield. 

March 3rd and 4th. St. Peter’s Hall, Croydon, 
Mr. Rupert Harvey. 

March 4thand 5th. Burkes Hall, Beaconsfield. 
Wilton Anstey. 


Liverpool. 


Mr. J. 








WEST MOORS MEMORIAL HALL D.S. 


Population, about 1,200. 

This Dorset Society was formed last July. 

We have up to date 45 members, but only half of 
these are acting members. Each month we have met 
and read various plays, and at one meeting a number of 
members gave recitations. 

Our first performance is to take place on February 
2nd, and we are busy rehearsing three plays—‘‘The 
Bride,” “In Safe Custody” and “Musical Memories.” 

A course of six lectures on “Modern Plays and 
Playwrights” under the W.E.A. was started on the 
21st January. 

E. Beryt SEVERN, 
Hon. Secretary. 


WYBERTON W.I. HOLLAND (LINCS.). 


Population of village, about 800. Membership, 14. 

As the Drama Section put on two one-act plays at 
the end of the preceding year, and owing to illness 
amongst some of our members and their families, 
nothing further was attempted until this year was well 
advanced. 

In May a short one-act by Essex Dane entitled 
“Cul-de-Sac” (3 females) was given at the monthly 
meeting. This was worked up in quite a short time, 
but proved very successful. The tense drama held the 
attention of the audience. 

In the late summer “‘March Wedding” by M. & S. 
Box (7 females) was started, and was put on early in 
October, once for W.I. members and once for the 
benefit of local charity, by request. Although a tragedy 
this pretty little play has sufficient light moments to 
prevent it becoming morbid. 

Work is now in progress on a full-length production 
for the spring, and the Section has entered for the 
W.I. Drama Festival to be held in March. 

Doris B. MEDLOCK, 
Producer. 








The Irving Centenary will be celebrated on Feb. 6. 
In our next number we shall publish a special article 
of personal reminiscence. 
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OUTDOOR THEATRE 


By Mary Kelly 


EFORE very long we shall be having 

many requests for outdoor plays,—requests 
which are not altogether easy to comply with 
because the outdoor plays that have any quality 
are all too few. The outdoor stages are 
usually beautiful, and producers naturally look 
for plays of a decorative type that will have 
the same character as their surroundings ; 
because of this, however, writers tend to turn 
out plays that are nothing but decoration, 
using worn-out fantasy themes and fancy- 
dress characters. Woodland spirits, pierrots, 
disguised Princes and Princesses, woodcutters 
and aged Wise Women drift aimlessly across 
the green sward, speaking right tushery the 
while. It’s rather a pity, because so many of 
these outdoor stages can be used with real 
dramatic effect, and it would be possible to 
produce on them plays that were vigorous 
and alive. 

A mistake is often made in choosing toobig 
a ground, with entrances far apart, and the 
audience far away : this means that the timing 
of the play is going to be unnecessarily difficult, 
that it will lack the concentration and focus 
that are essential for climax, and that the speech 
will probably not get over. A smaller stage, 
with some interesting focal point, and entrances 
quite near at hand, will be far easier to deal 
with ; and speaking generally, the best kind 
of outdoor stage is that which contains some 
part of a building—even a garden wall or a 
summerhouse. The formal terrace of an 
Elizabethan garden, in front of the old house 
makes a fine stage; the house will act as a 
sounding-board, will provide good entrances 
and exits, and, more than that, will add its own 
personality to the play. Such terraces usually 
have a flight of stone steps somewhere, and 
clipped yews, and perhaps stone seats, all of 
which help the producer considerably. At 
night interesting lighting effects can very well 
be managed on such a stage, for the house 
itself may be lighted if the doings inside are 
significant; or the terrace, if the important 
action of the play is laid outside. 

If your house is impossible try the stables 
and outhouses, for these may easily be con- 
verted; whitewash and tar will turn the 
most florid Victorian stable into an Eliza- 
bethan timbered house—always provided the 





owner does not rebel. Now, as in Eliza- 
bethan days, a stable yard makes a fine theatre, 
and the outhouses offer a variety of stages. 
The garage, or the open cart-shed will provide 
an interior ; it must be lighted, of course, and 
the big doors will serve as a curtain; the 
pigsty (after the pig has been removed) will 
make another setting, this time for an exterior 
in which the house plays a part; the great 
barn offers exterior and interior at once, (as is 
seen at West Hoathly), the interior lighted 
and closed at will by the big doors, and the 
exterior in daylight. A succession of short 
plays can be given on such stages, and all 
that is necessary is for each member of the 
audience to turn his chair round to face the 
stage in use at the time. 

Another charming setting which I have 
never seen used is the old cottage with its 
little flower garden in front. The danger of 
this setting would be that the Wistful Old 
Woman would make her appearance, talking 
in flower parables about the love-affair of her 
youth, and saving the sweet young girl from 
the mistake she is about to make. However, 
such cottages are not always inhabited by 
wistful old women; the setting is strongly 
human, not “whimsy,” and a play in which the 
emotion contrasted strongly with its setting 
might well emerge. 

A quarry or chalk-pit makes a good natural 
theatre, and one which does not limit the 
producer’s choice by imposing its own 
personality; the accoustics are excellent, and 
the scenes may be played on different levels. 

It is well to consider the settings, because 
they do themselves offer opportunities to the 
writers—opportunities which might be far 
more widely used than they are. 

Now what about plays ? 

It will be obvious that the stable-yard theatre 
lends itself to medizval and Elizabethan drama, 
and it is quite possible to find a number of 
plays that can be given in such a setting. A 
selection of French medieval farce, Hans 
Sachs plays, and Interludes would make a 
delightful programme, each play acted in a 
different part of the yard, with tiny entr’actes 
of music and dancing. Among the longer 
plays “The Shoemaker’s Holiday,” ‘The 
Knight of the Burning Pestle” or “The Mock 
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OUTDOOR 


Doctor” can all be produced in this manner. 

The Open Air Theatre in Regent’s Park has 
shown us how many of Shakespeare’s plays 
can be done out of doors besides ““A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream,” but I wonder 
whether anyone has ever tried playing any of 
the scenes on horseback? Some of the 
historical plays would lend themselves excel- 
lently to this kind of pageant-playing, and it 
would be well worth trying. A great part of 
“Henry IV,” some of “Richard II” and of 
“Richard III” could be done in this way, (if 
the outdoor stage also offered a good interior), 
and the “Alarms and excursions” would be 
most effective thus. It pre-supposes actors 
who can ride, of course, for perfect control 
of the horse is necessary if the rider is to con- 
vey emotion, but pageant experience has 
taught us that the horse can free the rider from 
self-consciousness and actually add to his 
powers of expression. 

As it is very easy to construct a temporary 
interior in the quarry theatre, it would be 
possible to do any Shakespeare in that, (indeed 
many such experiments have already been 
made) ; it will also serve as a fine theatre for 
Greek Drama. 

For an ordinary garden stage with a summer- 
house there are two plays of the musical 
comedy type which are effective, “Creatures of 
Impulse” by W. S. Gilbert, and an old- 
fashioned play “Mischief-Making” by J. B. 
Buckstone. “Piers Plowman’s Pilgrimage,” 
arranged by Frances Chesterton, is an inter- 
esting play of the morality type, with a large 
number of shall characters, and there are a 
great many short Mimes that can be used on 
this stage. There are a few modern one-act 
plays which have an outdoor setting, such as 
“Birds of a Feather,” ““The Red Hen,” “The 
Old Firm’s Awakening,” “Spreading the 
News,” “A Likely Story,” and “The War 
Memorial.” 

It may be possible to find a corner of the 
garden in which Chinese plays would look 
right, but they do require a background that is 
not essentially English. If such a spot is 
found, however, they are very suitable for 
outdoor production, since their action is largely 
mime and the dialogue economical and 
stylised. 

The decorative aspect of outdoor theatre 
is most important ; costume, music and dance 
all play their part in it and need very careful 
thought. The materials for costumes must 
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be better, or at least must look better than those 
used in stage lighting, tinsel and cheap trim- 
mings should be avoided, and clothes should 
be well cut and very carefully worn. 

The music of the play, and the instruments 
on which it is to be played require serious 
consideration. A piano sounds and looks 
ridiculous out of doors, and it is not easy to 
house strings. A porch, or an open summer- 
house will serve, but if there is nothing of this 
sort it is possibletomake a medizxval“pavilion,” 
deliberately ornate. A person who can play 
a pipe is a godsend to the outdoor producer, 
and this kind of music, especially if ac- 
companied by a little drum, is just right for 
out-of-doors ; information about pipemaking 
and playing and collections of pipe-tunes, may 
be had from the Year Book Press, 31, Museum 
Street, W.C.1. 

And so good luck to the outdoor play ! 








RURAL EXTENSION SCHEME (DEVON). 


The development of drama in the County of Devon 
is organised in close conjunction with the Rural Ex- 
tension Scheme of the University College of the South 
West. An Advisory Committee has been established 
by the College which includes not only representatives 
of juvenile and adult organisations which are or might 
be concerned with drama, but also individuals who are 
themselves undertaking drama work in various areas. 
There is one full time Drama Tutor who works in co- 
operation with this Committee and is financed through 
the Extension Scheme of the College. Owing to the 
size of the County of Devon frequent County Meetings 
are inadvisable and the drama work therefore is 
promoted through regional groups. This method has 
worked successfully, and it has been found that volun- 
tary bodies have been only too willing to utilise what 
services are available. 

The County Committee of the Drama League has 
also co-operated with the County and steps are being 
taken with a view to establishing even closer and more 
effective contact. A review of the year, therefore, 
while welcoming the additional resources placed at the 
disposal of all the voluntary bodies through the agency 
of the L.E.A. must, at the same time, note that more 
full time Drama Tutors are urgently needed. The 
experiment of appointing one Drama Tutor in the 
first place has at least demonstrated that a real need 
exists for such further appointments. 








The British Drama League has lost one of its best 
friends in the death of Miss Pernelle Challenor, which 
took place on January 12th. Miss Challenor produced 
a large number of plays for the Guild of Abbey Players, 
Abingdon, and in 1934 her Team reached the Final at 
the Old Vic. She served on various Drama League 
Committees and was a familiar figure at the League’s 
Conferences. 

Her energy was unbounded, and we shall always 
remember her work for the League with gratitude 
as well as her generosity, good fellowship and great 
kindness of heart. F. 3B 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Mr. Ashley Dukes replies to Mr. Bernard Shaw. 


Sir 

G.B.S. mounts with agility one of his favourite 
hobby-horses, which is a supposed distinction between 
two groups of applicants for his performing rights. 
First he asks them what is going to happen to any profits 
of the performance. This attitude in a vendor of 
property is uncommon, but it is not unreasonable—it 
can perhaps be compared with the generous action of 
a Harley Street specialist who soaks those who can 
afford big fees and does his hospital work for next to 
nothing. So far, so good. 

Having received a reply, the author defines one 
group as professionals on the ground that they retain 
their profits and “‘keep the theatre alive” ; but the other 
group he regards “‘contemptuously as ladies and gentle- 
men” because their performance of his play has a 
specific monetary object. The former group may 
get off with a royalty of ninepence, but the latter have 
to pay a fee of five guineas. 

I submit that the next enquiry should be the nature 
of the monetary object. For instance, the priest of 
a poor parish wants to have “Murder in the Cathedral” 
performed in his church, thereby keeping the Church 
alive. The upper forms of a primary school want to 
play “Saint Joan” for the enlargement of their library 
and the purchase of more works by G.B.S. A Women’s 
Institute suffering from chill feels that “Candida” 
may pay for a new stove. These are not legitimate 
theatre objects, they are charities. To-day they are 
the commonest of charities, and the number of exhibi- 
tionist “ladies and gentlemen’’ is negligible so far as 
the plays of G.B.S. are concerned. Is five guineas to 
be “extorted” from the poor applicants ? Will G.B.S. 
please answer ? 

Now for the extortion that he declares I practice on 
behalf of authors, the poet Eliot in particular. The 
fixed fee of three guineas (two guineas for subsequent 
performances) for “‘Murder in the Cathedral” he con- 
siders a grevous oppression. I repeat that I have not 
yet known any applicant for the rights of this play who 
agrees with him ; but should I meet with one, I promise 
to direct him to the shop around the corner where he 
may be lucky enough to get “‘Saint Joan” for ninepence. 

Let us now try to find the point, for there must be 
one, where oppression ends and an author’s reasonable 
rights begin. Although G.B.S. may touch his hat 
for ninepence, the concession of royalty terms without 
a minimum payment is an amiable eccentricity of his 
own. He would not grant such terms to a company 
of players earning their living in the theatre ; such 
companies have to pay a stiff advance. And what in 
Ptactice is an advance or minimum but a fixed fee ? 
The majority of playwrights never see more. G.B.S. 
May accept five per cent. on a fifteen-shilling house 
(I am sorry that his drawing power should ever be 
so small) but he will not dispute that ten per cent. is 
more usual. Who then is blacklegging, pray ? 

_I believe the fixed fee (always reducible in special 
circumstances or even returnable) to be the best system 
of payment in an admittedly inequitable world. And 
ere, Sir, I am writing not as a theatre director only, 
but as a member of the League of British Dramatists 
and Chairman of its executive. We of the League 
have our own veneration for G.B.S., but many of us 
differ strongly from him on this point. The League 


exists not only to deal with the commercial manager, 
but to protect the valuation placed upon dramatic 
copyright in general. Our task becomes difficult when 
a dramatist, the foremost of us all, declares in print that 
he will touch his hat for a royalty of ninepence on an 
evening’s play. Some dramatic societies or groups 
will applaud him, but others will prefer to give their 
dramatist his due. They will not forget that it is he 
who makes their entertainment possible. 

No doubt by a slip of the pen, G.B.S. writes “I charge 
the standard Authors’ Society fee of five guineas to the 
lady-and-gentlemen amateurs.”” There is no such fee. 
The Authors’ Society, of which the League of British 
Dramatists is a healthy offshoot, does not bind its 
members either as to the fees they charge personally 
for their performing rights, or the fees they charge 
through their appointed agents. It does not even 
make a recommendation of uniform action. The 
often-quoted sum of five guineas, like the consultant’s 
fee in other professions, is not a standard and is in 
practice often varied downward. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
AsHLEY DuKEs. 
The Mercury Theatre, London. 








NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTES. 


During the year, two representatives of the Drama 
Sub-Committee have visited eleven counties to give 
help and advice on the organisation and the technical 
aspect of drama. 

A great deal of consideration has been given to the 
arrangements for the Inter-County Drama Festivals in 
1938. These will be held at Norwich on February 3rd 
and 4th, Old Colwyn March 17th and 18th., Swansea 
March 24th.; Bristol March 31st and April rst. ; 
Birmingham April 8th and 9th; York April 30th, and 
in London from May 31st to June 3rd inclusive, the 
time of the Annual Meeting. Forty-three County 
Federations have entered teams for the Festivals, 
consisting of all-women players and of mixed teams. 
The Festivals are non-competitive, and it is hoped to 
show plays representative of the drama work being 
done in the Institutes. Mr. Jack Carlton has been 
appointed judge. 





It is with great regret that we record the death, in 
the hunting field, of Mrs. Violet Seeley. She was 
well-known in Gloucestershire as a pageant writer and 
producer, and an actress of no small talent, but perhaps 
her most outstanding work was that done for many 
years as Chairman of the Drama Committee of the 
Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. She had 
a gay and genial nature, and was always ready to share 
her vital enjoyment of the drama with everyone : her 
house was often lent for Drama Schools and no weather 
was bad enough, or distance great enough to prevent 
her from attending village festivals all over the county. 
The players and producers of Gloucestershire mourn 
her as a real friend. 
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CCORDING to our annual custom, this 

February number of “Drama” takes the 
form of a special record of the activities of the 
Drama League Village Section. It will be 
seen that there is no diminution in the enthusi- 
asm for rural play-acting, fostered as it is now 
not only by the League itself and by the Federa- 
tion of Women’s Institutes, but by the County 
Committees and Rural Community Councils 
which in so many districts have come to 
interest themselves particularly in the promo- 
tion of Drama. The short Drama School is 
playing an important part in raising the stan- 
dard of amateur production. In some coun- 
ties a neighbouring University, through its 
extra-mural courses, may do invaluable work 
in the same direction. With all this organised 
effort, the spontaneity of the movement must 
be kept fresh. For our own part, we have 
enjoyed as much as any village play seen 
recently the road-side mummery of some 
itinerant groups of Gloucestershire peasants 
who enlivened a drear Boxing-Day with their 
artless songs and capers. 


7° 


The much debated “News Chronicle 
Dramatic Contest” came to a highly successful 
conclusion at the Fortune Theatre during the 
week ending Saturday January 22nd. The 
first place among the six finalists was awarded 
by the judges (Miss Diana Wynyard, Mr, 
Claude Guerney, and Mr. Lionel Hale) to the 
Bournemouth Little Theatre Club. Their per- 
formance of Mr. Priestley’s specially written 
test play, ‘““The Mystery at Greenfingers” was 
lively and intelligent. Although the play in 
detail made no demands beyond the capacity of 
the normal amateur society, it set in some ways 
—as it was intended to do—a hard problem. 
Sustained effort was required of all the actors, 
and unflagging team work if the effect of the 
play was to be maintained from start to finish. 
We shall recur to this subject in a future 
number of “Drama.” In the meanwhile we 
would congratulate the “News Chronicle” on 
having given the opportunity for a most 
useful investigation into the techincal status 
of modern amateur acting. 

2 

The Director of the Drama League has been 
empowered by the Council to give some of 
his time during the next few months to as- 
sisting the National Theatre Committee in the 
Appeal which they are shortly to launch in 
support of the building, and endowment of 
the Theatre in Exhibition Road, South 
Kensington. Mr. Whitworth will continue 
the general direction of the League and its 
Committees as heretofore, and the Secretary, 
Miss Frances Briggs, released from some of 
her routine work by certain staff adjustments, 
will be in a position to deal with a larger 
amount of League correspondence, and will 
be available for interviews at the Headquarters 
of the League as occasion requires. 

eo 

Following the Resolution passed at the 
Cardiff Conference that the League should 
pay more attention to the needs of would-be 
dramatists, we are glad to announce that 
the proposed Drama School and Conference 
for Playwrights will definitely take place on 
April 23rd and 24th, at King’s College of 
Household and Social Science, Kensington. 
A very large number of replies have been 
receives to the card issued with the December 
“Drama,” and a large attendance at the 
Conference is anticipated. An _ interesting 
programme is being drawn up, and will be 
available by the end of the month. 
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REPORTS FROM V.D.S. COUNTY 
ORGANISATIONS 


BERKSHIRE F.W.I. 


Festivals were held in 8 centres during November, 
35 teams being judged by Miss Isabel Chisman, which is 
aconsiderable increase in numbers on previous Festivals. 
43 entries were originally received but a few teams were 
obliged to withdraw, usually owing to illness. Many 
Institutes were appearing at a Festival for the first 
time, and even the leading team in the County had a 
proportion of novice actors in the cast. This is an 
encouraging sign of vitality in the Drama movement 
in our Federation, and further the increase in the number 
of mixed teams is another gratifying development. 
The Festivals were non-competitive, a new experiment 
which seems popular in view of the larger number of 
entries. Criticisms were given on each performance 
at the Festivals, resulting in much valuable advice 
for the players. Miss Chisman selected Sonning, 
Marcham and Frilford, and Sandhurst to perform at 
the Inter-County Festival. 


BUCKS F.W.I. 


Drama Festivals were held during March, the areas 
being at Prestwood, Stone, and Taplow, and the Finals 
in Aylesbury. 18 teams took part, six of which reached 
the finals. Chalfont St. Peter W.I. winning the 
Challenge Cup, with scenes from Shakespeare’s ‘‘Much 
Ado About Nothing.” Mrs. Howard Talbot was the 
judge for the areas, and Mrs. Errock for the Finals. 
The Festival was open to teams other than the W.I. 

During October and November, Autumn Classes 
in Dramatic Movement, Gesture, and Diction, were 
held in various centres throughout the County. These 
classes, like the Festival, being open to any one inter- 
ested in Drama, proved a great success. 


CARMARTHENSHIRE COUNTY RURAL 
COMMITTEE. 


With twenty-seven Dramatic Societies of the County 
affiliated, we have built up our activities over a wide 
afea, representatives being sent from the different 
districts with the views and needs of the groups with 
which they are connected. Our first annual Festival of 
one-act plays was held between October and December, 
with ten entries in the English section and seven in 
the Welsh. The adjudicator was Mr. D. Haydn 
Davies, B..A., Mardy, Organiser for Drama of the 
South Wales National Council of Social Service, who 
awarded the Silver Challenge Shield to Llanelly 
Y.M.C.A. in the English section and the Silver Cup to 
the Glanamman Society. The shield was presented by 
T. B. Stephens, Esq., High Sheriff of Carmarthen- 
shire, and the Cup by J. Rolfe, Esq., Burryport. 

The plays presented showed a wide range of subjects, 
from cockney comedy to local mining life, and in the 
Welsh section the favourite author was D. T. Davies, 
five of whose short plays were produced by various 
societies. Following the financial success of this 


Festival in six centres, we hope to arrange short drama 
schools and lectures to help the rural groups. 
KEN ETHERIDGE, 
Hon. Secretary. 


COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND DRAMA LEAGUE. 


The number of Affiliated Societies and Individual 
Members shows an increase, the present totals being 
96 and 29 respectively. 

The 1937-38 session began as usual with a Week-end 
School in Acting and Production at Newlands Guest 
House, Keswick, when the Lecturer was Mr. Jack 
Carlton. This was a very useful and successful School. 
Special stress was laid on practical work, including 
advice on make-up and the later rehearsals of a partly 
produced play. 

An interesting experiment was carried out at the 
beginning of November, 1937, when talks on Drama 
illustrated by a play were given at six Group Meetings 
of Women’s Institutes. The talks and plays were very 
much appreciated and one outcome would appear to 
be that the Women’s Institutes in Cumberland are 
anxious to organise their own festival, probably next 
year. 

On November 2oth, 1937, three Half Day Schools 
in Production, mainly for beginners, were held, but 
it was felt that a more specialised School, bringing in 
an expert from outside the County, would probably 
be of greater service. One such School, on Stage 
Lighting, has been arranged for 22nd January, 1938, 
in Carlisle. 

Arrangements are being made for the usual District 
Festivals to be held during the first ten days of February, 
1938. The County Final Festival has been fixed for 
Saturday, March 19th, at Carlisle. 

R. E. Brerrte, 
Hon. Secretary. 


DENBIGH COUNTY F.W.I. 


We may look back on 1937 as a year of preparation 
for things which we hope will materialise in 1938. 
Interest is centred on the County Federation Drama 
Festival, which will be held at Rossett on Saturday, 
February 5th, with public performances at 2 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. 

Among the eight plays to be produced are two 
Welsh translations of “The Price of Coal” Bwlchgwyn, 
and “Sanctuary” by Llangollen. Rossett will produce 
“Sanctuary” in English and the English Section of 
Llangollen W.I. have chosen another historical play, 
“White Queen, Red Queen.” 

Pentredwr are breaking new ground by entering a 
mixed team in Sacha Guitry’s “Villa for Sale” and excel- 
lent plays are being produced by three of our smaller 
Institutes ; ““The.Secret Service’? Clocaenog, ““The Days 
Good Cause” Llanbedre, and “Mystery Cottage” 
Llanarmon yn Ial. 

The proof of the play is in the production, but this 
varied and interesting choice promises well for our 
festival and certainly offers good entertainment to the 
playgoing public. 
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Drama has proved a very popular and successful 
activity in villages, with more than 100 village drama 
groups in being. In September, the Council appointed 
Mr. Geo. Makin, B.A., as full-time Drama Adviser 
in the county, and progress since his arrival has been 
even more pronounced. The standard of the work of 
village drama groups is improving steadily. Schools 
for producers in such technical problems as make-up, 
lighting, and production are held regularly in different 
parts of the county. Festivals of one-act plays (19 
entrants), full-length plays (9 entrants), and playwriting 
(7 entrants) have been most successful, and assistance 
also has been given to the successful Festivals in 
Buxton, Chesterfield, and Derby. 

The Drama Committee represents the British Drama 
League in Derbyshire and has now arranged to extend 
its service to urban as well as rural areas. 


DURHAM COUNTY RURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Two one-day schools have been held, one in February 
and the other in May, which were well attended by 
producers of village societies and young people’s 
organisations. 

During the winter months we have co-operated 
with the County of Durham Education Committee in 
holding a course of 12 lessons which have been so suc- 
cessful that they are being continued for a further 12 
lessons from the middle of January, 1938. The special 
feature of this course is the use of a stage for practical 
work, for which purpose the workshop of the Durham 
House Settlement is used. 

A short mid-week course of four lecture-demonstra- 
tions on “Acting and Production” is also being held. 

From May oth to 14th we are holding a festival in 
Durham City in co-operation with the Community 
Service Council for Durham County. 

G. M. AINSLEY, 
Hon. Secretary. 

ESSEX COUNTY COMMITTEE REPORT. 

The Committee is fortunate in having several 
experienced amateurs, as well as professional actors, 
who are willing to help villages, and more work has 
been done in an unobtrusive way than this report has 
space to detail. It has included advice as to producing, 
acting, costume, properties, scene-painting, lighting, 
and puppet-making, and some adjudicating. 

A School of Diction was conducted by Miss Lorna 
Davis, and members have attended schools at King’s 
College, London, Exeter, Chelmsford, and the Roel 
School of Puppetry. Companies entered the National 
Community, Women’s Institute and other festivals 
with credit. 

The Dramatic Readings have been popular, and 
in scattered centres. The plays read include “Macbeth,” 
“The Merchant of Venice,” with Mrs. Thompson 
Smith’s puppets, “The Rivals,” “Liberty Hall,” “Yellow 
Sands,” and ‘“The Queen’s Ring” by H. Cranmer Byng 
(a member). An admirable lecture on ‘“‘Play-pro- 
ducing” was given by Mr. Stuart Monro, and a fine 
Dramatic Recital of National Folk Songs by Peter 
Upcher. 

Mutual help has been rendered by the R.C.C., the 
Women’s Institute and other organisations. 
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EAST SUFFOLK. 


The East Suffolk County Rural Drama Committee 
which is affiliated to the British Drama League, was 
established under the Chairmanship of Lord Cranbrook, 
in March, 1937. It is a fully representative body 
consisting of members from all local organisations 
interested in the furthering of interest and activities 
in the rural districts—particularly in dramatic work, 
Regional Committees have been formed, and plans made 
for a Festival to be held in Ipswich early in March, 1938, 

Various societies and evening classes have been 
formed together with a panel of experienced advisers 
to assist those who need help of any kind. 

A good response has been made to the suggestion 
of a Festival and we look forward to a thoroughly 
successful and interesting time—the entries being open 
to Junior and Senior Groups. 

D. WurntFrepD Pask, 
Hon. Secretary, 


HAMPSHIRE COUNTY BRANCH. 


An Adult Festival was held in February. 13 teams 
entered, unfortunately only three were mixed. Centres 
were held at New Milton, Shawford and Broughton, 
Henzie Raeburn adjudicated. Three best teams, 
Sheet, Abbotts Ann, and New Milton, were sent to 
Preliminary Round of National Festival, and two— 
Sheet and Abbotts Ann, were chosen to be sent on to 
2nd round and as they are individual members of the 
B.D.L. they were able to take part. The Annual 
Meeting was held in Winchester in April, when a suc- 
cessful year was reported. 

In October a two-day drama school in production, 
etc., and lighting was held, Miss Marie Jeaffreson and 
Mr. Wilson being the lecturers. 

In December a Children’s Drama Festival was held 
with Miss Swann as adjudicator, 9 teams entering. 

Q. KNAPMAN, 
Hon. Secretary. 


HERTS. F.W.I. 


In pursuance of our Three-Year Plan for working up 
to our Triennial Festival by Schools of Mime, Verse- 
Speaking and Acting, the Schools of Verse-Speaking 
were held last October in four different Centres in the 
County. 

These were taken by Mrs. Gibson, L.R.A.M. She 
showed how the word-pictures built up in poetry can 
be interpreted by the human voice, which must become 
a flexible instrument, responsive at once to the sense 
and the rhythm of the poem spoken. Those attending 
the School enjoyed them greatly and learnt much 
through Mrs. Gibson’s most beautiful illustrations. 

Mime has been popular in the Institutes since the 
School held in 1936. One was performed at the Spring 
Council Meeting. 


LANCASHIRE F.W.I. 


Eighteen teams from the Drama Section entered for 
a four day all women drama festival in Preston in 
November, when Slyne with Hest in ‘Number Ten” 
and Hawkshead in “Patchwork” won in the Modern 
and Dialect Play Classes. Broughton’s “All on a 


Summer’s Day” gained a certificate for the only 
Costume Play and Garstang’s “Farewell” received the 
novice’s certificate. 
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Members have attended Acting Practice courses in 
co-operation with the Local Education Authority, 
and also the Yorkshire W.I. Organizers School. 
Lectures on Mime, Make-up and Acting and its pitfalls 
have been well attended during the year. 

Broughton entered the Morecambe Festival with 
“Women at War,” and Hawkshead had two plays in 
the preliminary B.D.L. Festival in North Lonsdale, 
and producers attended a county conference, when 
Mrs. Reid-Jamieson spoke on the “Aims of a Drama 
Producer.” 

ELEANOR LEIGH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


LEICESTERSHIRE R.C.C, 


Courses in Play Production were organised in 
twenty-one villages. Nineteen Groups entered the 
R.C.C. Festival and Mr. H. Lee Midgley, who saw all 
the Goupes in their own villages, was very much im- 
pressed with the high standard reached. 

Sileby, Great Bowden, Billesdon and Desford were 
chosen as finalists. They appeared in the Leicester 
Drama Society’s Little Theatre, when Mr. Frank 
Harwood of the Tavistock Theatre, London, gave 
highest marks to Desford for a very fine performance 
of “The Invisible Duke.” 

Drama work does undoubtedly bring village people 
together for a common piece of work. This is very 
much in evidence when the plays are produced before 
village audiences. 

CuHarves Lyte, 
Secretary. 


LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND F.W.I. 


This year has been a year of progress among our 
W.1. Drama Groups. 

We held our first Shakespeare Festival on May ist, 
nine teams taking part. Some of the teams were 
excellent. The Festival was non-competitive but 
helpful criticisms were given to each team. 

Two W.I. teams came 1st and 2nd in the Leicester- 
shite Rural Community Council Drama Finals. 

A One-Day School was held at the beginning of the 
autumn, on Voice Production, Gesture and Make-up. 
All these subjects were taken theoretically and practically. 

Our Play Library increases every year. 

Many new W.I.’s have become interested and formed 
groups. 

FarrH M. METCALFE, 
Chairman. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE DRAMA LEAGUE. 
ANNUAL FESTIVAL. 


‘This year 21 teams entered 23 plays. Dr. A. C. 
Gray adjudicated them at six different areas. Five 
entrants were awarded Class A, seven Class B, and 11 
Class C. Four of the Class A teams were invited to 
perform their lays at the Little Theatre, Newport. 

In the peal er no comparison between players 
or production is made. At the same time, Mr. Gray 
made some very useful and interesting comparisons 
between Welsh and American amateurs. At the Area 
Festivals his standard was comparatively high. He 
adrrinistered the pills minus the sugar. During the 
County Festival he paid us a tribute by asserting that 
“the local efforts were higher than any he had seen in 
my Own country.” 


During the Spring Miss Isobel Chisman has kindly 
consented to give three courses of six lectures on 
“Miming” at three different centres. 

Advisory visits to rehearsals by Advisors still prove 
to be the most useful service provided by the League. 

Mrs. Nesfield Cookson tutored a Saturday School 
at Pontypool on “Costume.” Over too pupils at- 
tended. This School has been supplemented by several 
single lecture-demonstrations throughout the winter. 

D. L. Jones, 
Secretary. 


NORFOLK DRAMA COMMITTEE. 


In this our second year the Norfolk Drama Com- 
mittee has increased its work in our towns and villages. 
Our advisory service has been used more and in October 
a week-end school of drama was held at Sheringham. 
Neil Porter, the Shakespearean actor and producer, 
was director of studies and students came from sixteen 
different towns and villages. 

The County Library has greatly helped dramatic 
groups both by lending sets of plays and by its books 
on costumes, production, etc. 

In 1938 the May Festival to be held in Norwich is 
enlarging its one-act play section and we are hoping that 
B.D.L. Members will meet together on this occasion 
both as actors and as members of the audience. We are 
looking for the support of more of the larger groups 
in the County at this Festival. 

DorEEN BARBER, 
Hon. Secretary. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE R.C.C. 


The amateur drama movement in Nottinghamshire 
continues to extend, about a dozen new societies having 
affliated to the Notts. Drama League during the last 
year. All societies are engaged on active programmes, 
either of one-act or full-length plays. 

The Drama Festival of 1937 attracted 54 entries 
and the Newark Advertiser Shield was won by the 
Misterton Players, who entered Gordon Bottomley’s 
verse play ““fowie Castle.” 

At the Rural Life Conference, the annual meeting 
of Rural Community Councils, the Cropwell Bishop 
Players presented the traditional Plough Bullocks’ 
play, which was well received. 

Interest is being maintained at the same high level 
this winter and 60 entries have been received for this 
year’s County Festivals. A series of 15 Area Festivals 
at town and village centres have been arranged and the 
Final will be held at the Nottingham Empire on 
Saturday afternoon, March 12th next, when Mr. C. B. 
Purdom will be the Judge on behalf of the Community 
Theatre Festival. 

Ernest G. NEALE. 


RUTLAND RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 


The Drama Sub-Committee of the Rutland Rural 
Community Council once more held a Drama Festival 
in March, 1937. The Adjudicator was Mr. John 
Bourne, and the Festival occupied five nights, March 
8th to 11th, for the preliminaries, and one final night 
on March 24th, at which a representative selection of 
plays was given. The Drama is non-competitive, 
although first, second and third class Certificates can 
be awarded to any number of competitors if they reach 
the necessary standard. The Festival was definitely 
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a success. The entries were good and the adjudication 
most helpful. 

This Winter two lectures on producing have been 
given by Miss Haywood of the Little Theatre, Leicester, 
and this is to be followed by one further one on 
“Make-up.” 

The Committee is at present busy making the arrange- 
ments for the 1938 Festival. 


SOMERSET RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 

For Eleven years, the Drama Committee of the 
Somerset Rural Community Council has endeavoured 
to link up dramatic activities in rural areas. Now with 
the new constitution of the British Drama League, the 
Committee also meets with urban members to consider 
the County as a whole. Both committees are under 
the Chairmanship of Mr. Laurence Housman. This 
new combination resulted in April in a week-end 
Drama School at Taunton, where Mr. Martin Browne, 
Mr. Richard Southern and Miss Marie Jeaffreson gave 
excellent tuition. 

Earlier, in February and March, the usual Village 
Drama Festival was arranged in four local centres. 
The five leading teams from the twenty entries performed 
in the first round of the Community Theatre Festival, 
and “‘Exit”’ by the Street Players appeared in the Divi- 
sional Final at Bristol. 

Two Children’s Festivals have been held during the 
year. In the Spring, the entry was badly handicapped 
by illness, but in December, twelve entries performed 
at two centres. Miss Barbara Watts adjudicated, and 
complimented many of the junior teams on their 
standard of achievement. 

The Committee is in touch with many dramatic 
groups who do not enter the Festivals, and is able to 
help with the selection of plays. A useful number of 
advisory visits were paid by the Panel to village groups 
for the purpose of giving practical assistance with plays 
in rehearsal. 

B. SPENCER, 
General Secretary. 


SURREY FEDERATION OF W.I. 

The Drama Sub-Committee has met ten times during 
the year, with Mrs. Powell as Chairman, and Miss 
Maughfling as Honorary Secretary. 

The main work has been the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the County Drama Festival, to be held at 
Redhill and Haslemere, from which three teams will 
be selected to go forward to London for the N.F.W.I. 
Inter-County event. The number of entries is grati- 
fyingly high, and shows that there is no lack of enthusi- 
asm over Drama in the Surrey Institutes. The Festival 
will, it is expected, last a full week, as on the previous 
occasion. Producers and players are looking forward 
to much helpful criticism. 

Miss O’Brien produced a Mimed Ballet which was 
given at the Horticultural Exhibition, the theme of 
which was suggested by Miss Thompson. 

Members of the Committee have visited Group 
Meetings and individual Women’s Institutes to speak 
on Drama and details of the Festival. 


TAVISTOCK DRAMA FESTIVAL. 

The thirteenth annual Tavistock Dramatic Festival 
was held at the Town Hall, Tavistock, on November 
30th, and December 1st, 1937. Nine plays were 
entered by the following societies :—Buckland Mona- 
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chorum W.I. D.S., Kelly D.S., Meavy D.S., Plymouth 
Arts Club, Tavistock Dry Rotters, Tavistock Grammar 
School D.S., and Tavistock Townswomen’s Guild D.S, 
The most interesting feature of the Festival was the 
production of two unpublished plays, and the success 
gained by a play written and produced by a member of 
the Festival Committee. These plays were respectively, 
“The One Unguarded Moment” by Ferdinand Kohn 
(2nd class certificate), “‘Drake’s Drum” by Edith 
Lovell Andrews (1st class certificate) and “That Fell 
Arrest”? by Lesbia Scott (1st class certificate). Par- 
ticulars of these plays can be obtained from the honorary 
secretary of the Festival. ; 
Miss Frances Mackenzie gave valuable advice and 
criticism in her adjudication. She commented on the 
inadequacy of the curtain set and lighting equipment 
provided, and thought that the societies entering 
for the Festival should make an earnest attempt to 
raise the general level of acting and production, 
Those responsible for the Festival hope that her remarks 
will lead to a higher standard in future years. 
H. A. Davis, 
Hon. Secretary. 


WARWICKSHIRE DRAMA ASSOCIATION. 

After various preliminary meetings and discussions 
the Warwickshire Drama Association was formally 
constituted in March of last year, and a Committee was 
elected representative of Dramatic Societies, Women’s 
Institutes and Teachers. The Association has at 
present nearly 60 members. 

A successful Saturday School attended by about 60 
people was held at Stratford-on-Avon in July. The 
School was conducted by Mr. Tossell of the Shakes- 
peare Memorial Theatre. Arrangements are being 
made for another School to be held later this year. 
The main energies of the Association this season, how- 
ever, have been directed towards the County Drama 
Festival. Performances will be given at Stratford-on- 
Avon, Rugby, Atherstone and Water Orton from 
January 28th to February 5th, and 1o junior and 14 
adult teams will take part. Selected teams from the 
Local Festivals will perform at Warwick on 
February 19th. 

The Association hopes to receive greater support 
in future from the more established Dramatic Societies, 
to whom it looks for assistance in its attempt to raise 
the standard of Dramatic work in the County as a 
whole. 

Wrx1aAM STONE, 
Hon. Secretary 


WEST SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMITTEE. 

The best news we have to report is in connection 
with our Junior Drama work. We have gained the 
interest of the teachers and Youth Organisations and, 
equally important, the sympathy and co-operation of 
the County Education Committee who let us hold a 
meeting for the inauguration of a Junior Festival at 
the Shire Hall, their chairman who was abroad, sending 
a message of goodwill. The Education Secretary has 
also duplicated the notices of the Festival for us, to- 
zether with a List of Plays (which Miss Kelly drew up 
or us), and has sent these round to the schools. It 
was as a result of the Exeter Conference we ventured 
to ask these things of the Education Committee. We 
had, it is true, asked them previously for a grant towards 
our Drama Adviser’s work. Being a poor county 
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the grant was impossible, they said. This co-operation, 
however, is helpful. 
MaysEL JENKINSON, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE KESTEVEN (LINCS.) F.W.I. 


Our Ninth Annual Drama Festival took place on 
igth, 2oth, and 25th November, 1937. 
Mrs. Fenton of Sherwood, Nottingham was Ad- 
judicator. The following teams took part : 
Rauceby W.I., ““The Trumpet,” by S. H. and J.C. A. 
(Original play). 
Ruskington W.L, 
Johnson. 
Osbournby W.I., “The Jumble Sale,” by J. Darmady. 
Bourne Centre W.I., “Little Glass Houses,” by 
Philip Johnson. 
Dowsby W.L., ““The Five Pound Piece,”’ by Bernard 
Merivale. 
Horbling W.I., “Dare to be True,” by Mrs. N. H. 
Harris (Original play). 
Corby W.I., “Brother Wolf,” by Laurence House- 


“Far, Far Away,” by Philip 


man. 

Skellingthorpe W.I., “Far, Far Away,” by Philip 
Johnson. 

Sleaford Centre W.I., ““The Cradle Song,”’ by G. and 
M. M. Sierra. 

The four Teams gaining the highest marks gave a 
performance in the Exchange Theatre, Sleaford. Slea- 
ford and Corby being equal Firsts, they will hold the 
Shield six months each. Bourne was third and Rusking- 
ton fourth. 

A very successful school for Producers was held 
on 2nd October, 1937, in Grantham, conducted by 
Mrs. Fenton, Nottingham. 

J. W. Marner, 
Hon, Secretary. 


WESTMORLAND COUNTY COMMITTEE. 


1937 has been a year of considerable activity in West” 
morland. We have organised a week-end school at 
Windermere, a two-evening School at Arnside and a 
one-day School at Kirkby Stephen. These efforts 
were successful and encouraged us to consider a school 
programme for 1938. A non-competitive Festival 
attracted eight entries and the adjudicators, Mr. 
Richard Southern, was extremely thorough and helpful. 

The County is fortunate in having Mr. J. E. Mason, 
formerly Secretary of the Cumberland Drama League, 
as Director of Education. He is always prepared to 
lecture to Village Societies and to help them in any way 
he can. A panel of speakers who specialise in different 
branches of theatrical work has been formed. The 
one who is in most demand appears to be our 
make-up expert and he certainly knows his job. 

The greatest difficulty in a County so sparsely 
populated as Westmorland is that of transport, but the 
societies are getting over this by making up parties to 
visit each other and hiring buses for the occasion. 
We are expecting 1938 to be a very busy year for the 
Westmorland County Committee. 


THE 2znp WILTSHIRE DRAMA FESTIVAL. 


The Entry for the 1937 Festival was 22 teams from 
20 Villages, but the influenza epidemic and bad weather 
reduced the actual number of competing teams to 17, 
as against 16 in 1936. 


REPORTS FROM V.D.S. COUNTY ORGANISATIONS 


Regional Festivals were held at Marlborough, Cod- 
ford, Erchfont and Amesbury, and were adjudicated 
by Miss Frances Mackenzie. Eight plays were selected by 
her to perform in the Final Festival at Salisbury. These 
were adjudicated by Mr. Jack Carlton, who awarded 
three of them Certificates of Merit, namely Hilmarton 
W.1., Codford Amateurs, Manton Amateurs. 

Interest in the Festival is rapidly growing. 

The number of possible entrants in 1936, appeared 
to be about 19 ; this figure has now doubled. 

Both the Adjudicators said that the general standard 
of the acting and production compared very favourably 
with any County in England and Wales. 

In addition to the Festival, the Committee has ar- 
ranged for One-Day “‘Schools” of Acting and Producing. 
These have been greatly appreciated by those who at- 
tended ; but larger numbers are necessary if they are 
not to run at a loss. 


YORKSHIRE COUNTY F.W.I. 
DraMA SuB-COMMITTEE. 


In order to improve and develop the Drama in the 
Institutes, this Federation appointed Drama Organisers 
in the Groups in 1936, and two Conferences of 
Organisers have been held where matters concerning 
drama were discussed, and talks on Drama were given. 

A School for Drama Organisers was held in 
November at which there were upwards of 40 students. 
This was open to neighbouring counties. 

The Annual Drama Competitions were held in April, 
at St. John’s College, York, when there were over 60 
entries. Mrs. Gibson was the Adjudicator. There 
were some outstanding performances and two of the 
best, a scene from “Diana of Dobson’s” and the 
Chinese play ‘““The Thrice Promised Bride” were given 
at the Yorkshire Federation Annual Meeting in 
October. These two plays, and “‘Michzl’’ have been 
entered for the N.F.W.I. Drama Festival which will 
be held at Rowntree’s Theatre, York, on April 30th. 

Amy K. Hamitton, 
Federation Secretary. 


YORKSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 
(YorxksHirE B.D.L. Rurat Sus-ComMIrTTEE.) 


Educational services play one of the principal parts 
in the development of drama in Yorkshire, and fifty 
12 of 24 session classes were held in villages last winter. 
The Rural Community Council are indebted to the 
Local Education Authorities and the University College 
of Hull for making the financial arrangements necessary 
for this work and to many voluntary organisation 
for help in local organisation. 

Linked with this formal class work and the more 
informal advisory work carried out by the Council’s 
drama advisers, rural festivals were organised at Boston 
Spa, Pateley Bridge, Settle, Market Weighton and 
Sutton-on-Derwent and a 7-day residential drama 
school was held in co-operation with the University 
College of Hull and the Yorkshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. 

Under the League’s new constitution, the Rural 
Community Council has undertaken to act as the 
rural sub-committee of the County Committees in the 
East, West, and North Ridings so that it is possible for 
rural drama to be organised for Yorkshie as a single 
unit. 
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ABBOTTS ANN W.I. (HANTS). 


Population about 700. 
Drama Section, 12. 

We produced “‘Michzl’’ last spring and besides local 
performances, entered it for the County Festival and 
were placed 2nd (marks, 73), passed on to B.D.L. 
Festival at Lymington and placed 3rd (marks, 79), 
passed on to Divisional Final at Petersficld and placed 
4th (marks, 36). Entered it again for Inter County 
W.I. Festival and placed 6th (marks, 88). Wealso gave 
performances of a Mime “the Bonny Blade.” Have 
attended two Drama Schools, and Institute of Mime 
performance in London. In “Michael” we were 
specially commended for simplicity and sincerity, and 
for effects such as sleigh bells and horses trotting, 
which we did with empty cardboard cream cases on a 
suit case. 


Membership of W.I., 63. 


M. Poore, 
Producer. 


ARNSIDE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE DSS. 
(WESTMORLAND). 


Population of Village, 1,000. Membership, 28. 
The chief event of the year was the presentation of 
“Daddy Long Legs” on March 8th, 9th and roth. 
The Hall was packed to capacity each evening. Stand- 
ard of play splendid, even surpassing “Passing of the 
Third Floor Back”’ of the previous year. 
The financial result enabled us to purchase a new 
curtain set and stage equipment and a balance of £20. 
We had two evening classes at Arnside, arranged by 
the Westmorland County Committee, and we should 
like to thank Miss Kelly for the pleasing and helpful 
manner in which these were conducted. 
Some of our members attended the week-end School 
at Storr’s Hall, Windermere, under Mr. Sladen-Smith. 
We were not able to enter for any Festival work in 
1937, but have arranged to compete at Kendal in 1938. 
We were fortunate to retain the services of Mrs. 
Cavanah as producer—a lady with 30 years experience 
of the professional stage. 
J. W. Exxior, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE BALDOCK DRAMATIC SOCIETY 
(HERTFORDSHIRE). 
Population, 3,500. Membership of Society, 52. 


Our second year of existence, when initial exuberance 
has had a chance to die down, has presented difficulties 
which have been successfully “weathered” and our 
present position shows a healthy state of affairs. 
Membership has increased 12 during the year. Last 
April the Society presented its first “‘thriller’—‘‘A 
Murder Has Been Arranged” by Emlyn Williams. In 
November three one-act plays, “Back to Adam,” “‘The 
Government Regrets” and “Woman’s Crowning 
Glory” gave the opportunity for no less than 25 members 
to appear on the stage at each performance. This, 
in fact, was one of the main objects in presenting the 
‘triple bill.” Great keenness is being manifest in the 
casting of “Such Things Happen,” a comedy by 
Wilfred Massey, which is being produced by Joan 
Hodgson. 

An entry for the forthcoming Letchworth Drama 
Festival, a New Year Party, al fresco readings of plays 
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during the summer and visits to the productions of 
neighbouring Societies are other features of an absorbing 
year’s activities. 
W. Huco Hopsson, 
Hon. Secretary, 


BAWTRY A.D.S. (YORKSHIRE.) 


Population, 1,450. Membership, 24. 

The first production of the year was “To-day of 
All Days” (Philip Johnson) with which the Society won 
the Challenge Cup at the Doncaster Drama Festival, 
The members were complimented for their pace and 
team work and for their use of the body as an instr. 
ment of dramatic expression. ‘Ebb Tide” (Robert 
Lambert) was added with a Junior play for Bawtry 
programme in April. 

“The White Headed Boy” (Lennox Robinson) was 
the Autumn production. The Irish atmosphere was 
found difficult to create and maintain but there were 
some good pieces of characterisation and the set well 
repaic the members for the time and trouble given to it, 

During the year members have attended the Drama 
Schocl at Doncaster, taken a leading part in the Coro- 
nation celebrations in Bawtry, and assisted the Junior 
Players in many ways. 

These players, who are affiliated to the adult society, 
have given performances of “Prisoners in Gob-land” 
(Eileen Peake), with which they gained second place 
at Dorcaster in the Junior class and the original play 
award ; “‘Why the Chimes Rang” (Elizabeth McFadden) 
and “Ihe Friendly Trees” (Eileen Peake), 


THE BEARSDEN DRAMATIC CLUB 
(DUMBARTONSHIRE). 
Population of village, 8,000 (estimated). _Member- 
ship, 60 (Active, 40, Passive, 20). 

The first activity of the Club in 1937 was to enter 
the Scottish Community Drama Association Festival 
with Philip Johnson’s “The Distant Drum,” this was, 
for the first time in the history of the Club, produced by 
two of its members, neither of whom had had much 
experience of production and it is a trubute to them 
and the cast that the Club won the first round (Dum- 
bartonshire Area) thereby winning the Nairn Trophy. 

The usual ‘Club Nights’ were held in April; the 
object of which is to give all members, who so_ wish, 
a chance of taking an Acting part and to encourage 
those who are interested in Production. The ‘Club 
Nights’ show was made up of One-Act Plays as follows: 
“Noon After” by Neil Grant, “The Village Concert” 
(Burlesque) devised and produced by a former President 
of the Club, Walter Alexander, “World Without Men” 
by Philip Johnson, ‘“‘Catherine Parr,” by Maurice Baring 
and “‘The Distant Drum” by Philip Johnson. 

The Club chose for its December production, 
Martin Vale’s ““The Two Mrs. Carrolls” ; this was 
presented for three nights to large and enthusiastic 
audiences and the proceeds were given to the Earl 
Haig Fund for Ex-Servicemen. The production was 
in the hands of Mr. G. Paterson Whyte. This was the 
first Amateur production of this play in Scotland and 
the Press were loud in their praise of the Club both for 
selecting it and putting up an excellent presentation of it. 

Ian C. Munro, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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REPORTS FROM V.D.S. BRANCHES 


BLAKENEY DRAMA SOCIETY (NORFOLK). 


The Society presented three religious plays this 
Winter—“The Apostle Play,’’ by Max Mell, translated 
from the German by Maud Valerie White, “Martha 
and Mary” by M. and S. Box, and “The Mystery of the 
Nativity, translated by Richard Aldington, a fragment 
of a longer play, the remainder of which is lost, written 
in the 14th century. 

A lecture on the playwright Webster with readings 
from his works was given to the Society, and a lecture 
on Voice Production. Some members attended a 
week-end Drama School conducted by Mr. Neil Porter 
at Sheringham, and a one-day School of Mime given 
by Miss Irene Mawer in Norwich. 

VELDA SpROTT, 
Hon. Secretary, B.D.S. 


BROCK WORTH & WITCOMBE W.I. DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY (GLOUCESTERSHIRE). 

Population of Village, about 800. Membership of 
Society, 12. 

This Autumn we have produced a short one-act play 
entitled “Two Rooms to Let,” an old play with no 
royalty, written for four women players, which we 
altered slightly to introduce a man, who appears for a 
short period at the end. The characters are well con- 
trasted and we are entering it for the Drama Festival. 
The sketch of the play is as follows: Two sisters, 
reduced in circumstances, partly on account of their 
Father having lent their Brother a considerable sum of 
money to go abroad, are obliged to let rooms. They 
let them, unknown to each other, to different people, 
causing amusing complications. The Brother turns up 
with heaps of money and all is well. 

Last Spring we produced “For the Love of Mike” 
which was a great success. 

G. Buck ez, 
Hon. Secretary. 


BUCKLAND MONACHORUM W.I. DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY (DEVON). 


Membership, 5 men, 9 women. 

The Society presented “Such Things Happen” by 
Wilfred Massey at their annual entertainment. Is has 
been very much appreciated wherever they have taken it. 

An original play entitled ““Drake’s Drum” by Edith 
Lovell Andrews was entered for the Tavistock Dramatic 
Festival and gained a first class certificate. 

EpirH M. MARSHALL, 
Producer. 


BOVEY TRACEY AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY (DEVON). 


Population, 3,000. Membership, 20. 

The Society continues in about the same way as in 
past years. 

In May “Sarah Ann Holds Fast” by Armitage Owen 
was given as part of the Coronation celebrations. A 


very satisfactory performance was given, with Mr. R. P. 
Barrow as producer. It was much appreciated by a 
very large audience. In December “‘Barnet’s Folly” 
by Jan Stewer was produced by Miss Margaret Wood. 
This rural comedy suited the cast available, and 
the opinion generally expressed was that it was one of 
the best performances by our Society. A large audience 
saw the play, which was repeated for a second night. 
C. E. STABLER, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE BOXFORD MASQUERS (BERKSHIRE). 

Population of Village, 450. Membership of 
Masquers, 18. 

This Society has been revived from the original 
Masquers founded by Mrs. Peake in the years before 
the war when they performed Masques written and 
produced by her in an open-air theatre in the Village. 
The music for these Masques were among the first 
compositions of Francis and Geoffrey Toye. Mrs. 
Peake’s Masques rapidly became known in Newbury 
and much further afield, for they were written and pro- 
duced with rare artistic feeling and taste. 

During and after the War the productions ceased 
but in 1934 eight of the original Masquers were still 
performing Mrs. Peake’s sketch “Women Will Gossip” 
both here and in neighbouring villages. It was sug- 
gested that this sketch should be entered for the B.D.L. 
Festival in Newbury in that year. This was done and 
the Boxford Masquers were successful in being placed 
first in the Newbury Preliminary Festival. Next year 
they did ‘Mr. Sampson” by Charles Lee and were 
placed first in Newbury and were one of the four 
societies selected to play in the Divisional Final where 
they tied for second place. The following winter, 
on the advice of an adjudicator to try foreign peasant 
plays, the little Chinese play ““The Stolen Prince” by 
Dan Totheroh, was attempted, following as closely as 
possible the lines laid down by S. I. Hsiung for his 
play ‘“‘Lady Precious Stream.” This play was placed 
first in the Preliminary Festival at Reading and fourth 
in the Divisional Final at Beaconsfield. Last winter, 
owing to the producer’s absence abroad, no plays were 
done, but this winter three plays are under rehearsal. 


BURNESIDE VILLAGE PLAYERS 
(WESTMORLAND). 


Population of Village, 1,200. Membership, 25. 
The first production of the year was “The Lovely 
Miracle” by Philip Johnson in the non-competitive 
Westmorland Drama Festival. In February “Tilly of 
Bloomsbury” was played for three nights and proved 
very popular. A new play “What the Stars Foretell” 
by Dominic Rocke was produced in the Morecambe 
One-Act Drama Festival in June, and was placed third 
in the Village Class, this society being the previous 
holders of the trophy. In November we were the 
first amateur society to produce “Sweet Aloes,”’ which 
proved our greatest success, but which caused the 
Trustees of the Hall to pass a resolution stating that all 
future plays must be submitted to their censorship. 
The society is still fighting this unjust decision, and all 

productions are being held up. 

H. V. Crark, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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CAERWYS V.D.S., FLINTSHIRE. 


Population of 
Society, 20. 

In April we presented “The Musical Box,” “Old 
Moore’s Almanac,” “The Old Game,” and ‘‘The 
Crimson Cocoanut.” Village children took part for 
the first time in “The Musical Box.” “Old Moore’s 
Almanac” was given as a quick substitute for a play 
we had to postpone. 

We have just given “The Monkey’s Paw” “Kate 
and the Lorimers,”’ “Lights Out,” and “Have You 
Anything to Declare?” The last play, on account of 
the pace required, would have been beyond the powers 
of the company two years ago. 

This year we have bought our own lighting which 
has helped the production. 


of village, 900. Membership 


ANNIE ROGERS, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE CAVENDISH PLAYERS (SUFFOLK). 


The Cavendish Players presented “The Farmer’s 
Wife” on Wednesday and Thursday, April 14th and 15th 
in the Lecture Hall, Cavendish, under the able direc- 
tion of Miss Phyllis Tilbrook. 

The play was well received by large and appreciative 
audiences. 

The staging of a play with such a large cast on a 
very small stage presents innumerable difficulties, but 
thanks to the skill of Mr. Victor Ives and other helpers 
who made the sets and acted as scene shifters all went 
well. 

Members of the Society attended a Drama School 
held in October at Sudbury. 

The population of the village is 720 and there are 
20 members of the Society. 

Mary G. Crark, 
Hon. Secretary. 


COMPTON GREEN ROOM CLUB. 

Formed in the Autumn of 1937, in Compton, Surrey. 
Population 934. Membership is 27. Readings 
monthly at present. Have read “Lilies of the Field” 
(J. H. Turner), “Postal Orders”? (Rowland Pertwee), 
“Mystery Cottage” (B. Merrivale). Productions are 
to be undertaken in 1938. 


Ertc HARDMAN. 


THE CORBY W.I. PLAYERS, KESTEVEN 
(LINCS.) 


Population of Village, about 600. Membership of 
Society, about 15. 

Mrs. Fenton held an excellent one-day Drama School 
in Grantham. 

In November, we delighted in producing Laurence 
Housman’s “Brother Sun” and “‘Brother Wolf.” The 
village loved them. St. Francis was beautifully played 
by a woman and our Soldan came from Tanganyika ! 
The Executioner was the only other man. (Careful 
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lighting within the tent, and outside its open door, 
emphasised the “‘Light” theme of the play.) 

“Brother Wolf”—the robber chief the only man— 
tied with Sleaford in the County Festival and we won 
the Shield for the third time, missing it by one mark 
last year. Cardboard cut-outs and “lighting” made a 
realistic “precipitous ravine.” Mrs. Fenton called it 
“*A lovely performance of a moving little play.” 

Miss Kelly came to our annual “party” and inspired 
us by an account of drama at Kelly. 

We hope to take Rosalind Vallance’s “‘Persephone” 
in to the B.D.L. Festival. 

M. E. Tupor Parker, 
Prodwer, 


EAST & WEST AYTON PLAYERS (YORKSHIRE), 


Population of village, about 800. 

In the Spring of 1937 we continued the course of 
Drama Lectures begun in 1936. These lectures were 
held under the auspices of Hull University, the tutor 
being Miss Graham-Campbell. 

We gave a performance in the village of the first act 
of “Dianna of Dobsons,”’ scenes from “School for 
Scandal” rewritten in dialect by an Institute member 
and some Mimes. 

We entered “Dianna of Dobsons”’ and “School for 
Scandal” for the B.D.L. Competition at Pickering. 
“Dianna of Dobsons’” was also performed at the 
Scarborough Drama Festival. 

Four members of our Society attended the Hull 
University Drama School at Scarborough. 

Miss E. M. Barer, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE FALMOUTH OPERA SINGERS 


Produced Mozart’s full-length early opera “Iclan- 
cisco.” 

Soloists, chorus and orchestra of the Falmouth 
Opera Singers assisted by Geoffrey Dunn (tenor). 

Well received by press (Western Morning News and 
News Chronicle, etc.) and public. New English 
translation by M. and E. Radford. 

Membership approximately 30. 

The Society will probably be giving a repeat per- 
formance in London in March (*details to be announced 
later. All enquiries to the Producer.) 

M. RaApForD. 
* If date and place are fixed in time I will send them 
on for publication. 


FILEY, (EAST YORKS). 

THE FIVE ARTS CLUB (DRAMA SECTION). 
Population, 3,500. Members in Section, 20. 
The Drama Section made its first appearance at a 

Drama Festival with the one-act play “Legend,” by 

Philip Johnson and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

They also performed privately “Mr. Sampson” by 

Charles Lee and “The Last War” by Neil Grant. In 
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the case of the latter they much appreciated the friendly 
“tips” given by other B.D.L. members who had 
already tackled that interesting and unusual play. An 
outstanding event of the year was a very polished 
performance of Act IV, Scene 4 from “Richard III,” 
produced by Mrs. Corner. When other recources 
failed, a Puppet Show and the amusing ‘“‘Wireless” 
plays by L. Du Garde Peach proved useful standbys. 
One of the members attended the Summer School 
at Eastbourne. 
A. Dorotruy HorsFIeEtp, 
Producer. 


THE FOREST PLAYERS (E. SUSSEX). 


Membership, 12-14. 
The Forest Players entered for the B.D.L. Festival in 
February with ““The Fisherman” by George Graveley. 
They entered for the E. Sussex Rural Community 
Festival with ‘Fresh Fields” by Ivor Novello, for 
which production they received an exceedingly good 
criticism from the adjudicator. This comedy was 
specially chosen in order to give the players experience 
in this type of play, having in the past chosen dramatic 

plays for performance. 

G. Nora WALL, 

Producer. 


FOTHERBY W.I. (LINCS.). 


We have forty members in our Institute and of these 
12 ate interested in Drama and anxious to make progress. 
We did not enter for any Drama competitions last year 
but we are hoping to enter for the County W.I. Drama 
Festival this coming April. 

We only performed two sketches (both original) 
this year, but we are hoping to attempt more in 1938. 
I feel it is better to advance gradually than to court 
disaster by attempting too much at first. 

PHyLtiis CoRDEAUX. 


GLEMSFORD W.I. (WEST SUFFOLK). 


We have had ups and downs this year. We have 
learnt something from both. The plays that seem to 
have made the more general appeal are ““Willy and the 
Tailor” and “The Pie and the Tart.” At a Junior 
Festival in the summer the judge said of our “Willy 
and the Tailor” the surprise of the afternoon was to see 
three stalwart young men in a play entered bya Women’s 
Institute and he wished other Women’s Institutes 
would take example from us. We have also been 
working with children and gave a happy production of 
Rose Fyleman’s ‘‘The Moon’—the Moonbeam will 
probably hand down the memory of her “‘little dear 
shoes” to her grandchildren. We have done some 
original mimes with them too. But we do not quite 
neglect our women. It is their turn at the moment. 

MaysEL JENKINSON, 
Producer. 


HATCH END WOMEN’S INSTITUTE DRAMA 
SECTION (MIDDLESEX). 


Membership, 20. 
_ The Drama Section have performed “Joint Owners 
— “The Bargain Sale,” and ““The Five Pound 
iece,”” 


A debate, ‘Handicraft v. Reading’ was arranged for 
one of the monthly meetings. 

We have entered a team in the County Drama 
Competition in April. 

The reading circle have met once a month and the 
following three-act plays have been read: “Fresh 
Fields,’ ““The Wind and the Rain,” “Lady Winder- 
mere’s Fan,”’ “Sweet Aloes,” and several one-act plays. 

Our Producer is one of our own Institute Members. 

I. Rawpn, 
Hon. Secretary. 


HELSBY DRAMATIC SOCIETY (CHESHIRE). 


Population, approximately 2,700. Membership of 
Society : 36 acting members ; 86 non-acting members. 

We produced ““To Have the Honour” by A. A. Milne 
on Friday and Saturday, November 26th and 27th, in 
aid of the District Nursing Association. 

At private shows for members and friends only we 
produced: On Monday April 26th, “The Woman 
Juror,” “Far, Far Away,” “The Distant Drum,” and 
“Compromise” ; and on Monday December 2zoth, 
“Villa for Sale,’ “Other Times, Other Manners,” 
“*Mail,” and “‘The Cab.” 

These private shows only employ those Acting 
Members not taking part in Public Performances, and 
besides being excellent entertainment of a less formal 
character than Public Shows, serve as very useful 
training for the Acting Members. 

No classes or lectures have been arranged, no schools 
have been attended by any of our members, and no 
Drama Festivals entered. 


HENFIELD PLAYERS (SUSSEX). 
Population of village, 2,000. Membership, 25. 
Plays produced: April, ‘Summer Lightning” ; 

May, “‘Laburnum Grove” ; November, “‘Winter Sun- 

shine,” at the Assembly Rooms, Henfield. 

““Winter Sunshine” was entered for the Rural Com- 
munity Three-Act Play Festival. 

No lectures or schools have been attended. 

“Summer Lightning” was played at North Cadbury, 

Somerset, and “Laburnum Grove” at Rusper, by 

invitation, in aid of local funds. 

J. Lester Smirn, 
Hon. Secretary. 


HOLBROOK PLAYERS (SUFFOLK). 


Population of village, 800. Membership, 30. 

We started the year’s activities with a presentation of 
the pantomime “Dick Whittington.” A Suffolk 
Dialect Play ““The Boy Harry” written by our Producer 
Frank Collier was produced at the Suffolk Drama 
Festival in February and the Lowestoft Drama Festival 
in July. At the former it retained for its author the 
Trophy for the best Suffolk Dialect Play. At Lowestoft 
the team gave a splendid performance, thereby winning 
the East Anglian Daily Press Cup awarded in the Class 
for Village Teams. In addition to this they gained a 
high position in the Open Drama Class. 

John Bourne, the adjudicator, was very favourably 
impressed by the performance. “I liked the play, I 
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liked the actors, and I liked the atmosphere” he remarked 
in his adjudication. 

Other plays presented were: “Aunt Maria’s Wireless,” 
“Ici en parle Francais” (at the Coronation Celebrations), 


and “The Spartan Girl.” A comparatively successful 
season was enjoyed. 
M. Jones, 
Hon. Secretary. 
KELLY DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

During 1937 the Society made its first attempt at be 
complete Shakespearean Play, the ““Comedy of Errors” 
being chosen, and three successful performances were 
given in the Barn at Ascensiontide, the third perform- 
ance reaching quite a high standard. 

For the Tavistock Festival in December a scene 
from the same play was given. We only obtained a 
Second Class Certificate for this. Partly owing to 
noise from the neighbouring Fat Stock Show (we had 
to play in the afternoon) and partly because we were 
playing only a scene from a play and not the whole, 
we were unable to “‘grip” the Audience and the playing 
suffered and we felt that we were not up to our usual 
First Class standard. 

The Society continued to flourish and several of the 
younger members showed distinct promise. 

L.. Rare, 


I lon. Secretary. 


WEST KILBRIDE PLAYGOERS’ 


(AYRSHIRE). 


CLUB 


Population, 3,500. Membership, 4o. 

In March, 1937, the Club produced ‘Ambrose 
Applejohn’s Adventure,” a more ambitious play than 
hitherto, as scenery, costumes and effects called for 
more forethought and originality. Lighting effects 
especially gave the producer some trouble, but the final 
results were excellent. 

In December, 1937, a more simple and homely type 
of play was produced—‘“The Drum o’ Dundarg.” 
The lighting effects again called for some ingenuity, 
but the whole play went over well despite the fact that 
scenery had to be improvised at the last minute owing 
to our special scenery being unobtainable owing to 
the severe snowstorm. 

The Reading Circle run by the Club is a popular 
addition to the evening entertainments in the Village, 
thanks to the facilities offered by the Drama League. 

P. A. Macnas, 


Hon. 7 réasurer 

KESTON AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY 
(KENT). 

The above Society was formed in 1927, and has 


produced three plays a year regularly ever since. 
Variety in choice of play was provided this year by 
the production of “Autumn Crocus,” “And So To 


Bed” and “Winter Sunshine” in February, April and 
November. All the performances were well supported. 
Owing to there being about fifty acting members 


in the society it is possible to get plenty of variety in 
the casting of the plays without detriment to the acting. 

rhe stage sets are always admirably built and painted 
under the direction of the stage manager. 


Te) 
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In February Miss Doric Buckley came as B.D.L, 
Critic to the performance of “Autumn Crocus” and 
was pleased to find such a high standard of acting, 

Kate E. Gotpine, 
Hon. Producer, 


THE KNEBWORTH PLAYERS (HERTS). 


Population of village, 1,500. No. of Members, 3, 

The season 1937, is the seventeenth, in unbroken suc- 
cession for our Society and as usual two plays were 
presented ; “Ambrose Applejohn’s Adventure” in the 
Spring and “The Roundabout” by J. B. Priestley for 
the Autumn. Both, judging from the reactions of our 
audiences, were highly successful. 

““Ambrose Applejohn” with its two very different 
stage settings, called for a certain amount of ingenuity 
from the stage carpenters, but in accordance with our 
tradition, no outside help of any kind was used and we 
were proud to be able to produce a stout and authentic 
looking pirate ship out of canvas and three ply, as 
well as the more orthodox country house library in 
which the play opens and closes. 

“The Roundabout” saw the debut of quite a number 
of newcomers to the Society, mostly youngsters, who 
were very welcome as new blood should be to a Society 
wishing to retain its virility. 

The Society continued to stand firmly, one of the 
foremost of the Social activities of Knebworth. No 
competitions were entered ; no classes attended. 

E. M. Goong, 
Hon. Secretary, 


LITTLE BADDOW, ST. ROGER’S FOLK (ESSEX). 


Population of village, about 600. Members of 
company, 13. 

In the early part of the year visits to villages with 
Mordaunt Currie’s play ‘‘Man Proposes” were con- 
tinued. In the Autumn a new adaptation of “‘Nicholas 
Nickleby”’ (by a member of the company) was put into 
rehearsal in response to special requests. It was 
produced on December 11th and has a list of invitations 
to fulfil On December 17th and 19th, St. Roger’s 
Folk read in Danbury Church a new nativity play, 
“The Three Kings” by M. Currie, with music by Dr. 
Armstrong Gibbs (also a member of the company). 
Throughout the year members have helped other 
societies in various capacities. 

ANNE J. GREGORY NICHOLSON. 


LONG RISTON A.D.S. (EAST YORKSHIRE). 
Population, approximately 300. Membership, 15. 
During the season 1936-37, the Long Riston A.D.S. 

produced Bernard Shaw’s “Arms and the Man” and 

Ben Travers’ “Rookery Nook.” Although these plays 

are so different in type, they proved equally popular 

with our audiences. 

We made a presentation to our Producer and his 
wife when they left the village. They have both been 
hardworking, loyal members, and are greatly missed 
by us all. 

One of our members was made Drama Organiser 
for the North Holderness Group of Women’s Institutes, 


and attended various Drama Conferences, etc. 
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SCENE FROM “PRIDE AND PREJUDICE” BY 


HELEN JEROME, AS PERFORMED BY THE 
LYONS CLUB A.D.C., CADBY HALL SECTION, 
(Production by Miss Elsie Fogerty, 


C.B.E.) 











SCENE FROM ““TOWIE CASTLE” BY GORDON 
BOTTOMLEY, AS PRODUCED BY THI 


MISTERTON PLAYERS, WINNERS OF THE 
NOTTS. COUNTY DRAMA FESTIVAL, 1937. 








— 
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In September most of our members visited the 
Spa Theatre and Royal Hall, Bridlington. We have 
also attended neighbouring Societies’ productions in 
Hull and Driffield. 

So far this season we have given no public production, 
but we are hoping to enter a one-act play in the B.D.L. 
and the Women’s Institute Competitions. 

Bass KING, 
Hon. Secretary. 


MAYFIELD PLAYERS (SUSSEX). 


Population of district, over 3,000. Members, 41. 
Men 16 (3 Hon.), Women 25 (6 Hon.). _ an 
Our first productions in 1937 was “Nine Till Six,” 
which we also took to Crowborough, and “Hot Water” 
a one-act farce played for the local Band Concert. 
“The Singing Harp” was again acted at a W.I. Rally, 
and “Them Posters” a skit written for the Health Week 
arranged by the W.I. in June, both original. “The 
Ghost Train” was rehearsed for a good many weeks, 
but illness and other troubles prevented the production 
from maturing. Our Sussex Full-length Play Festival 
entry was “If Four Walls Told,” which was adjudged by 
Miss F. Mackenzie third and reserve. Our audiences 
were the best we have ever had. Many members went 
to the Finals at Hove, and found Mr. R. Southern’s 
careful criticism, as well as Miss Mackenzie’s, most 
fair and instructive. We have added to our equipment 
and studied lighting and sound effects. The Producer 
attended the Summer School at Eastbourne. 
A. Cock.e, 
Producer. 


MEAVY VILLAGE DRAMA SOCIETY (DEVON). 


Membership, 16-20. . 

Plays given: Winter 1936-7, ‘“‘Anti-Clockwise,” 
“A Hundred Years Old” (revived), “‘Mullion’s Mil- 
lions.” 1937-8, “Gone Rustic,” ““The Mother,” “Love 
and Uncle Henry,” “Captain Cook and the Widow.” 

We are now looking for a suitable religious play. 

Our stage was recently fitted with electric light. 
This helped tremendously, for we could use for the 
first time a window (latticed) that opened on to a 
sunlit garden. 

“The Mother” proved almost too poignant for our 
audience. This play and “‘Anti-Clockwise”’ give good 
parts to older women. 

We made two entries in the Tavistock Festival. 
Several of our members went to a week-end school in 
Plymouth, and had their dramatic enthusiasms re- 
awakened by the lectures and classes. 

W. Wonnacott, 
Secretary. 


MINCHINHAMPTON DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 


In January, 1937, the above Society produced “‘The 
Ghost Train” by Arnold Ridley. Special sound effects 
were used, and the performances were most successful. 

On March sth and 12th the Society performed in the 
Gloucestershire Rural Community Drama Festival for 
the first time with considerable success. The play on 
this occasion was “The Road of Poplars,” and was 
followed by a visit to Bristol to perform in the Divisional 
Finals of the British Drama League. 


For our last production in November, the players 
made a welcome return to costume drama with per- 
formances of “The Rose without a Thorn” by Clifford 
Bax. This fine play was well received and gave great 
pleasure to players and audience alike. 


MOUNTFIELD (SUSSEX). 


Population of Mountfield, 663. 
Society, about 30. 

The first production since membership of the B.D.L. 
took place on 3rd and 4th December, 1937. The plays 
were four one-act plays, ““The Flash in the Dark,” by 
Hugh Beresford ; “Ladies Only,” by Regula Burnet ; 
“Children of Darkness,” by Joe Corrie, and “The 
Ogboddys’ Outing,’” by Mabel Constanduros. This 
varied programme had something for everyone in 
the village audience. The cast of the Mabel Constan- 
duros sketch made the most of the delicious dialogue. 
“Ladies Only,” an easy play to put on, must be kept 
going, for the action is apt to drag. ‘‘The Flash in the 
Dark” was effectively put over by disciplined team 
work. “Children of Darkness,” a sheer tragedy of a 
derelict ‘nining town, was courageously acted by people 
on terms of close acquaintance with their audience, 
the father, the daughter, and her young man being 
played by people standing in that relation in real life. 
Such cating must be either real failure or real success. 
It was made a success which astonished and gripped the 
audience by the deep sincerity of all the players, touched 
with brilliance in at least one part. 

A. R. C. LEANEy, 
Producer. 


Membership of 


THE NETTLECOMBE PLAYERS (SOMERSET). 


Population, 200. 

This year the players have done various one-act plays 
at home and in neighbouring villages, their repertoire 
including a new play by their producer (Phoebe M. 
Rees) entitled “Hide and Seek.” They also performed 
“The Lost Hat” (Edward Percy) and revived two old 
favourites ““That There Dog” and “‘Rats.”” They are 
now looking forward to the prospect of electric light 
in the school—where all their performances take place. 
Up till now all stage lighting has had to be run off 
12-volt batteries, and though, through the ability of 
their own electrician, Mr. N. B. Macauley, wonderful 
sunset glows have been achieved, it has made lighting 
a problem, as only lamps have been available for 
rehearsals. Next season they hope to try out a new 
three-act play. 


NEW ROMNEY DRAMATIC SOCIETY (KENT). 


Population, 1,786 Membership of Society, 15. 

Plays for 1937: “‘Happy Days” and “Murder Party.” 

The 2nd Act of “‘Happy Days” was performed at the 
B.D.L. Festival and the Village Drama Festival, 
receiving a satisfactory criticism on both occasions. A 
course of lectures was arranged by the Kent Social 
Service, and was attended by the Society. Miss Marion 
Fawcett was the lecturer, and her explanations and 
instructions were found very beneficial. 

Plays performed in past years were: “Jack Straw,” 
“Tons of Money,” “Tilly of Bloomsbury,” “Murder 
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on the 2nd Floor,” ““When Knights were Bold,” “Third 
Time Lucky,” and ““Laburnum Grove.” 
The proceeds of plays performed by the Society go 
to various worthy charities. 
G. H. Frnn-Ketcey, 
Chairman. 
THE NORTHENDEN AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY (CHESHIRE). 


The N.A.D.S. has just completed its thirteenth 
season. Founded on St. George’s Day, 1924, by the 
local curate’s wife and supported by about a dozen 
enthusiasts, it now boasts some 250 members, and 
designs and makes all its own scenery. The plays 
given last season were “Touch Wood,” “The Berg,” 
which was also performed at the Altrincham Garrick 
Repertory Company’s playhouse, “Indoor Fireworks,” 
““A Murder has been Arranged” and “The Green- 
Eyed Goddess.” ‘The latter was of particular interest 
as it was written by Miss D. Davenport, a member. 
In addition the Society took a couple of one-act plays 
to Salford. These were also written by members— 
“Family Affairs” by W. E. Silver and “Master of his 
Fate,” by K. Royle. With the former play the Society 
competed in the local Y.M.C.A. Drama Festival. 
Two Socials for the members completed a busy season. 

ARTHUR ROYLE, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE PAINSWICK PLAYERS (GLOS)). 


In February we did ““Women at War’ at a League of 
Nations meeting. We made a charming scene, and the 
audience were much moved. 

At the Drama Festival we put in some scenes from 
“Macbeth” from our 1935 production. We were 
highly praised by Mr. Sladen-Smith, but he gave us no 
award, probably thinking it was too ambitious an at- 
tempt. 

In July we gave an open-air production of Dekker’s 
“Shoemaker’s Holiday.” The weather was unkind, 
and we were only able to give one performance instead 
of two. The setting was most satisfying, the street 
scenes being played on a terrace with a charming 
shoemaker’s shop on painted back-cloth. The garden 
scenes we played rather to the side with an all green 
background. We dressed it in Henry V. period. 
The play went splendidly, and was greatly enjoyed by 
about 200 people. 

Lucy C. Hyerr, 
Producer. 


PICKERING W.I. DRAMA SECTION (YORKS.). 


Pickering Women’s Institute entered the one-act 
Play “The Great Dark” by Dan Totheroh in the first 
round of the Bristol Drama Festival held at Pickering 
on February 25th, 1937. Adjudicator—Mrs. Olive 
Errock, and were placed first against five other teams. 

March 13th—Second round of B.D.L. at Scar- 
borough. Adjudicator was Mr. Jack Carlton, and 
Pickering were placed second. 

The same play was entered in the Women’s Institute 
Drama Competition at York, and gained a First Class 
Certificate (April 17th, 1937). 

Again on April 23rd at the Scarborough Drama 
Festival, Mr. John Bourne placed Pickering second, 
which carried a cash prize of £1. 


82 


ROADWATER PLAYERS (SOMERSE1), 


Population, 330. Membership, 81. 
Our first effort was an Empire Day Programme with 
Shakespeare Readings, One Act Plays, etc. 
During the Summer months we visited various 
villages giving programmes of One-Act Folk Plays ig 
aid of local funds. . 
Our ladies’ team entered a ‘‘Pottle of Brains” for the 
Somerset W.I. Drama Festival, and a mixed team 
presenting “‘A Son for the Sea” by D. Clement Salaman 
was selected to take part in the N.F.W.I. Inter-County 
Drama Festival to be held at Bristol on 1st April. ~ 
Members assisted to arrange a preliminary of the 
Somerset R.C.C. Children’s Drama Festival held jp 
Roadwater on 3rd December, and our Producer 
entered two teams. 
The Players have entered for the Somerset R.CC. 
Drama Festival which is a preliminary of the B.D.L, 
D. W. Smrru, 
Hon. Secretary, 


ROWLEDGE VILLAGE PLAYERS (SURREY). 


When this Society was organised in January, 1937, 
it consisted of 12 ladies and 1 gentleman. After two 
months rehearsals (one night a week) we presented in 
the Village Institute Hall, four short plays, viz., “April 
Showers,” “The Spell,” “Dick’s Sister”? and “The 
Wish Shop.” Our first performance was enthusiasti- 
cally received, and we subsequently enrolled 2 more 
gentlemen and 3 ladies, bringing our cast up to 17, 

In “April Showers” (period 1812) great attention was 
paid to detail both in dress and furniture, all were 
played against Hessian curtains with the appropriate 
furnishings. 

We were very fortunate in having a retired London 
manager as critic, who gave very helpful hints to the 
players and producer. We are now rehearsing a 
three-act play, which we are hoping to perform in 
February. 

Mrs. HuimMe-BEAMAN, 
Producer. 


RUSHMERE-ST. ANDREW DRAMATIC CLUB. 


As this is the first report to be sent to you it would 
be as well to make it clear that the Rushmere (Suffolk) 
Dramatic Club was formed in 1932, and has been affili- 
ated to the B.D.L. almost from the beginning. From 
Readings of Plays by Goldsmith, Sheridan, Shaw, Gals- 
worthy, we moved rapidly to performances and we give 
at least one performance a year in Ipswich. Amongst 
our most successful plays was “The Late Christopher 
Bean.” In 1937 we produced Henri Bernstein’s play 
“Promise” at the St. Lawrence’s Hall, Ipswich, and it 
was a great success (financial, too!) In addition we 
performed three one-act plays and an original mime at 
Ipswich School in December, 1937. 

We are entering a team for the B.D.L. Festival at 
Woodbridge in February, 1938, and we are working at 
our next production, which will be at the end of March 
in Ipswich. The play is Sean O’Casey’s “Juno and the 
Paycock.”’ 

Thanks to the skill and ingenuity of one of our male 
members we possess a wonderful stage set, constructed 
of Celotex, which is three-dimensional, elegant in ap- 
pearance, and extremely adaptable. 

MarGERY SPpRUYTENBURG, 
Hon. Producer. 
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RUSKINGTON W.I. (LINCOLNSHIRE). 


We produced “A Meeting in Zoyland” by Hilda 
Fitch and secured first place at Boston in February at 
the British Drama League Festival. We had previously 
in November, 1936, won the shield at the Kesteven 
Federation of Women’s Institutes Drama Festival with 
the same play. We did this play in Lincolnshire 
Dialect. 

In November, 1937, we again competed in the 
Kesteven Federation of Women’s Institutes Drama 
Festival with “Far, Far Away,” by Philip Johnson, 
and we were in the Finals, securing fourth place. 

We attended a Drama School at Grantham in October 
arranged by the Kesteven Federation of Women’s 
Institutes. 

P. Hossack, 
Chairman, 


SHEEPSCOMBE DRAMATIC CLUB (GLOS.). 


Population, 400. Number of Members, 18. 

The Dramatic Club produced 4 plays during the 
season 1937. ‘The “‘Rose and the Ring” by Thackeray, 
which was given at Christmas, and “Women will 
Gossip” by Peake. The Club entered the Village 
Drama Festival for the first time with “Women will 
Gossip,” and managed to gain a place in the County 
Final. The producer and caste found the adjudicator’s 
ctiticisms most helpful. 

Two short comedies were acted at a Village Social in 
December. 

G. H. PartripGE, 
Hon. Secretary. 


SHRUB END D.S., COLCHESTER. 


Population of village, approximately 500. 
ship of Society, 30. 

The activities of the Society during the year were 
mainly devoted to play acting and two public shows of 
three one-act plays were presented in the Village Hall, 
in addition to two further one-act plays presented to 
fellow members by new members. The plays acted 
were “One the Moor,” ‘Tired,’ ““Mr. Sampson,” 
“Dover to Calais,” ‘The Fourth Proposal,” ‘““The 
Lovely Miracle,”’ ““Barren,”’ and ““To-day of All Days.” 

Two outings were well supported ; the first a week 
end visit to Stratford-on-Avon Memorial Theatre to 
see “Cymbeline” and a day trip to London to see 
“A Winter’s Tale”? at Regents Park Open Air Theatre. 

Fortnightly meetings were also held when plays 
were read and lectures on stage deportment and elo- 
cution were given by a professional actress. 

The advent of a professional Repertory Company in 
Colchester gave some of the members the opportunity 
of appearing as supers in a production of “The Lake.” 

The Society are entering ““The Singing Soul’ in the 
British Drama Festival, Eastern Area. 

K. CANHAM, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Member- 


SUMMERBRIDGE PLAYERS (YORKS.). 


These Players are a sub-section of the Summerbridge 
Women’s Institute, Yorkshire 

With a membership of 50 we commenced 1937 with 
a production of ‘“‘Baa Baa Black Sheep”? by Ian Hay 
and P. G. Wodehouse. This was followed by a one- 
act, Philip Johnson’s “Heaven on Earth” with which 


we entered the British Drama League Competition at 
Ripon. We took the same play to the Women’s 
Institute Drama Competitions at York and were suc- 
cessful in winning the Cup in Class II. 

In November we gave “Happy Days” by Wilfred 
Massey, this and the other three-act play being given 
three nights. The Cup-winning play was given again 
at the joint meeting of the Nidderdale Group of the 
Women’s Institutes. 

Our Group Secretary, a member of our Society, has 
attended the Drama School at Harrogate, and one 
member was successful in obtaining an audition by 
the Dramatic Section of the B.B.C. 

E. D. Cnar.ron, 
Drama Secretary. 


THE DRY ROTTERS, TAVISTOCK (DEVON). 


Population, 5,000. Membership, 15. 

The above Society have undertaken two productions 
during the year and are at the moment rehearsing 
“Such Things Happen”? by Wilfred Massey. Noel 
Coward’s “‘Hay Fever’ was presented on February 
2nd and 3rd, and three comedies : “Birds of Passage” 
by Hining Lenfranc, ““The One Unguarded Moment” 
by Ferdinand Kohn, and “The Privy Council’ by 
Richard Pryce and W. P. Drury on November 3rd. 
The society had good houses and appreciative comments 
on both these occasions, 

Members of the society attended the Whitsun Drama 
School organised by the B.D.L. at Plymouth, and a 
One-Day Drama School held at Tavistock on October 
14th, and organised by Miss Barbara Watts of Exeter. 

H. A. Davies, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE TEESDALE PLAYERS (YORKS.). 


Population of village, approximately 800 ; of Parish, 
2,000. Subscribing members, 75. Membership fee 
IS. per annum. 

The Society was founded in 1935 under the guidance 
of Greta Burke of the Macdona Players. Since then 
it has staged “Pygmalion,” “The Skin Game,” and 
“Take Two from One.” 

In April 1937, a cast was entered for the one-act 
section of the Darlington Drama Festival arranged by 
Ch. Simon, Proprietor of Darlington Repertory Theatre. 
This cast won the first award by performing an extract 
from “‘Major Barbara.” 

A Dramatic Reading Circle meets fortnightly during 
the Winter in member’s houses, and has read during 
the last 12 months : “‘Socrates,’’ ““The Late Christopher 
Bean,” “Inheritors”” and ‘‘Paths of Glory.” 

Choice of plays for production in a small village is 
seriously limited by the question of Royalties. We 
feel that it would be much better for all interested in 
the Drama if all Authors’ Fees were payable on a 
percentage of the takings at performances. 

H. W. Tustm, 
Hon. Secretary. 


TEMPLE EWELL PLAYERS (KENT). 
Population, 900. Membership, 16. 


At the close of last year the Society presented a very 
successful Pantomime “Dick Whittington and his 
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Cat,” followed in March by a full production of ‘““The 
Farmer’s Wife,” which was much appreciated. 

The first half of this season the Society presented 
three one-act plays, namely : “Eldorado,” “Elizabeth 
Refuses,”’ and “‘Have you Anything to Declare >” 

We are now reading plays for a further production 
in April. 

The Society is supplying a need in the village, and 
we feel that the productions have been up to standard 
and very worth while, and we thank the Drama League 
for the facilities they give for the reading of likely plays. 

N. M. HaynHoe. 


THE THATCHAM PLAYERS (BERKS.). 


The following is a report of the Society’s activities :— 
“The Thatcham Players” first formed a Society early in 
October, 1937, and have chosen as their first play 
“Night Must Fall,” by Emlyn Williams, which they are 
to produce early in February this year. 

Thatcham, in the County of Berkshire, has a popula- 
tion of 3,500 approximately, out of which the Thatcham 
Players have a starting membership of sixteen. 

They have also in hand a pastoral play ““The Ghosts 
of Windsor Park,” which is to be given in May. 

FattrH Downron, 
Hon. Secretary. 


TIRRIL D.S. (WESTMORLAND). 


Population of village, about 300. Membership of 
Society, 20. 

The Society has had a very unfortunate year, losing 
through death and other causes six of its most prominent 
members. The active Secretary and the Director have 
both left the neighbourhood, and early in the year it 
appeared doubtful as to whether the Society would be 
able to carry on without them. It had been hoped to 
give a performance of “Quality Street,” and this was 
actually in rehearsal, but had to be abandoned, and 
later on “Christmas Carol’ done by the younger 
members of the Society was substituted, and was 
quite successful. 

After discussion it was decided to make an effort to 
produce a play this Winter, and at the moment “The 
Shepherd Lord” an historical comedy dealing with a 
romantic episode in the history of a local family is being 
rehearsed. 

It is satisfactory to find that the younger members are 
keen that the Society should continue and it is hoped 
that in time we shall make good our losses in member- 
ship which, small as they may appear, are serious in 
a village of only 300 inhabitants. 

S. Gtasson, 
President ¢ Producer. 


TRELEIGH PLAYERS (CORNWALL). 


Population, 1794 (scattered parish). 

Plays done: “Outward 
“Angels of the Nativity.” 

Some of our players have attended classes in Acting 
and Production arranged by the County Music and 
Drama Committee. 


Membership 15. 
Bound,” “‘Happy Days,” 


GeorGe P. Rooks, 
Producer. 
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WATERHOUSES GUILD OF PLAYERS, 


For the last 3 years, our Society have been bess 
with difficulties, financial and otherwise. The popu 
tion of our village is not more than 800, and y 
4 yeats ago, we had a membership of 20. For the 
2 years, and including our last 2 productions, g 
membership was 10. We entered the Drama Leag 
Festival last year and the year previous, and chose g 
caste from this number—7 ladies and 3 men. Thig 
in casting plays, was our biggest difficulty. Sty 
by Mr. Eric Barber 7 years ago, we flourished 
interest, by the public when we produced was lackig 
Members migrated to other parts of the county: 
others dropped out. We have almost begged of peopl 
to join our Society—but it is of no avail, our numb 
cannot be increased. We have been congratulated 
people in other Societies for sticking together, 
winning through our difficulties. On January 
and 12th we produced at Esk Winning Wesley Hal 
“The New Tenant” by Norman Macowen. 

Rosert Maycock, 
Hon. Secret 


WROUGHTON W.I. D.S. (WILTS.). 


Membership of the Dramatic Section, 12. ) 
Friends 8. Population of Village, approximately 3,09 

We have performed the following Plays in 193 
“All Night Service,” “Family Group,” “The 
“Money Makes a Difference” and “The Cock, 
Crock and the Candle.” 

The last mentioned met with such success in ¢ 
Village in June (The Old People’s Entertainment) th 
we produced it for the Festival. Alas |—“‘An irritat 
little play,’ was the verdict, although, happily, ¢ 
production was not too adversely criticised. But wh 
rehearsals take place in a limited space, so that a fi 
place is found where a couch ought to be, accordi 
to the book, and then the couch is thoughtlessly plac 
on the stage at the performance, well, the produc 
is ‘‘asking for it.” 

‘All Night Service’ and ‘Money Makes a Differene 
proved to be, I think, most popular, although all ¢ 
plays were enjoyed, both in rehearsal and performane 
“The Crowd” was somewhat unusual and instructi 
in production. 


LoutszE RAYNgS, 
Producer 


WATFORD REPERTORY COMPANY. 


The Watford Repertory Company recently gave 
performances of “She Stoops to Conquer”’ at St. Joh 
Hall, Watford, in aid of the Extension Fund of t 
Watford Peace Hospital. It is not an easy play 
perform, and it is no simple task for amateur actors 
feel at home in a costume play and get the vigord 
comedy of the Restoration over as it should be pla 
The members of the cast gave a colourful and live 
interpretation of the finest of Goldsmith’s wo 
and Miss Rose Lloyd-King, their producer, had 
to feel pleased with the results obtained. 
members of this Company have taken up acting # 
career. 


(Concluded on Page 66.) 
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